
To: Melissa Baker, Superintendent 

From:  Lisa Kudwa, Assistant Superintendent for CITA Services 

Date:  May 7, 2018 

Re: Recommendation for Advanced Placement Physics C Mechanics Materials Purchase for 

South Lyon High School 

In response to the requirements of the College Board to have updated student texts, the Subject Area 

Curriculum (SAC) Committee for Science and the Advanced Placement Instructor at South Lyon High 

School, John Mackson, began working during the 2017-2018 school year to make recommendations to 

update the textbook for the high school course, Advanced Placement Physics C: Mechanics. 

This course, which is offered at both high schools, requires purchasing new student textbooks, online site 

licenses, and instructional materials for updating the course so that it can be certified by the College 

Board.  The College Board requires that texts used in Advanced Placement courses have a copyright no 

older than 10 years.  The current AP Physics C text has a copyright of 2003 and, if we continue to teach 

the course with this text, we may be at risk of not being able to perform the course audit for the class.   

Currently, the two schools in South Lyon Community Schools use different editions of the same text.  At 

South Lyon East they have the 8th edition which currently meets the requirements of the College Board.  

Teachers on the committee both like the current textbook and believe that it is what is best for students.  

In researching what other districts around the state and country currently use, this textbook repeatedly 

was mentioned as being one of the top two choices for the course.   

We were able to pilot this version of the text this year in class.   There are many tools that are now 

available that will be great for students to use.  Each student who takes the course will have access to the 

text on their personal electronic device of choice.  The full textbook is available to them online.  There is 

also access to classroom videos, sample problem videos, topic lectures and demonstrations, organized 

course notes, practice quiz slides, ORION (a concept skill builder), and hundreds of worked out practice 

problems along with various answer keys for students to check their work.  This really only scratches the 

surface of what is available with each site license.  The site license lasts for six years and would allow us 

to have up to 35 students per year participate.   

The diagrams throughout the book are extremely well done.  This allows for less ambiguity in problem 

solving.  A widely used text like this is great for this type of course because so many of the problems 

have additional help online.   

Based on the teacher review of the materials and the feedback from the small number of students who 

were able to pilot the materials this year: The Science Subject Area Curriculum Committee and the 

Physics teacher at South Lyon High School is recommending the purchase of Fundamentals of Physics 

(2014) for use in the high school course, AP Physics C: Mechanics, beginning in the 2018-19 school 

year. 

Memo 

CITA         South Lyon Community Schools
345 South WarrenSouth LyonMI48178T.248-573-8111 



Format for Buildings to Submit 

Textbook Adoption Recommendations 

The final recommendation should include the following headings: 

To: CIT A Services 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

John Mackson 
(Name) 

Advanced Placement Physics 

April 9, 2018 

The report should cover the following outline: 

Chairperson of Textbook Committee 

1. The name of the present textbook (title, author, publisher and date of edition).

2. The reasons for the considered change.

3. The criteria established for the new textbooks. (Attach a copy of all evaluation forms
used and provide a summary of the evaluation data.)

4. How many series were reviewed? _O_n_e __ _

5. Provide a list of books piloted. Give title, author, publisher and date.

6. The committee's recommendation, together with an explanation of the features of the
book which justify the decision. This should be in considerable detail.

7. Give detailed cost information, i.e., Item Cost, Total Cost and Grand Total.

8. The report must be approved by a majority of the Textbook Committee members.

Principal's Signature Chairperson's Signature 
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